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Oimn>l1 Ofinshl let us try and 
understand the structure of ancient 
cities -especially in the time of 
Mikra. We find in the Torah several 
types of cities. A "walled city" 
riDm nv >rii, the more common 
TV, and the om*n->m open 
courtyards type. The former type 
was well protected from foreign 
invaders such as enemy tribes or 
foreign nations. The walls in this 
city where typically 10-20 feet 
thick. (Rachav (Yehoshua) lived 
"inside the wall") Sometimes there 
was a wall within a wall, divided by 
a ditch (moat) for even more 
protection. 

Each city had Jim, "daughters" 
(i.e. in case of emergency or war) 
the surrounding "open courtyards", 
sheltered themselves in the confines 
of the "mother " city's walls. To get 
a rough estimate of the size of a 
typical ancient city, we can use this 
week' s parsha. When Efron decided 
to sell his field (that was located 
outside the city wall) he gathered 
ALL the people of the city at the 
city-gate (right at the entrance there 
was an "open square" where all the 
important town meetings or serious 
transactions where done. The public 
display of real estate transactions 
were so that the public could 
witness the event, and then the 
buyer/seller wouldn't be able to 
deny the transaction (before a Shtar 
was invented). 

The dialogue between Efron and 
Avrohom Avinu was in the 
presence of ALL the city members. 
We can estimate the crowd at the 
Meoros Hamachpeila to be 300 
(there were no loudspeakers yet). 
Compare this to the story of 
Shechem where the city was 
gathered at the "gate" and 
"Chamor" gave his speech. The 



average ancient city was less than a 
"square block" in Kensigton. 
The ancient city of Jerico was 
excavated and found to contain an 
estimated 250 families. However, 
even though it was small by today's 
standards, it was extremely difficult 
to capture because of its extremally 
thick walls and protection. Hashem 
made a "Nes" that the walls sank 
into the ground by themselves and 
the bnei yisroel were able to capture 
the city. 

The ancient city of 

mDbDD bDb wnti nwp ibn, pi> ~p 

D T^n ,occupied an area of 2.5 sq. 
miles (about the size of Kensington) 
and housed 40,000 people! 

Jerusalem and Samaria the two 
capital cities of Israel in times of the 
"Bayis Rishon", at their peak had 
aprox 40,000 people as well. 

Let us not forget the ancient largest 
city — Ninveh — o>pibNb rfrm TV 
(translation: a "huge large city") 
had 120,000 people (see Yonah). It 
was the capital of Sanheriv the king 
of the known world at the time! Its 
estimated size: 6 sq. miles. 

The word TV (meaning city) is 
derived from the description 
ODiwyo owy> my, every city had 
night guards that stayed "awake" 
and watched over the city from 
potential enemies. The root TV is 
also used when describing a young 
donkey that recently "awakened" to 
being trained in carrying loads. We 
find a beautiful ywb bv b£)U ywb in 

)bv o>iDn om uwt)v t) >m, on 
b om>v o>\yi!wi om>v onyibvy, the 
first one means donkeys the second 
one; cities! 

Each city had a Tim a square, a 
wide open place at its entrance, 




close to the "city-gate". All major 
public affairs trials and notices 
where conducted there. We find 

t>\) ,nan\y ,nb>pt? ,n*>bn (Y'nv tp 
yw y>H urn m y>nv tv -t\dh nv> 

lb) ,nrmn TV could only be served 
in a city with a large square. Most 
cities had only one entrance that 
was locked at night. The meraglim 
(spies) couldn't enter mm because 

(n vwirr>) rmoni mnt> mm 

Yericho was closed. As the cities 
grew larger, the multi-entrances and 
opposite-side-gated (or opposite 
side entrances) cities where 
introduced, commonly known as 

In the times of Mishnah after the 
Churban, open villages, onDD, 
became the standard. Only a few 
ancient walled cities remained. 
Chazal dictated that those ancient 
large walled-cities, are NOT 
considered a Reshus Harabim — at 
least when the gate was locked at 
night— ,and one may carry an object 
(say from Sanherivs palace) into the 
busy streets of Nineveh on 
shabbos ! ! (Rambam) The reason for 
this was that all of Nineveh was 
considered a huge Reshus 
Hayachid. On the other hand, small 
towns and villages (non-gated) 

lib ,)hv rr>i ,ovnD\y ,Nvm in 

spite of their small population 
(average of 5000 people or less) one 
may not carry an object from a 
house onto the main street unless 
one made the prescribed 

mrtm pp>ri (Eruv). 

As an example of this we find that 
R. Yehudah the son of Ilai 
(NrpniTi nwm > M n ono), we all 
heard of him, lived in the small 
village of NW1N in the upper Galil 
(size and location we still know). It 
had no surrounding wall, but it had 
a "main street" and that was known 
as the Reshus Harabim. From the 
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main street one could enter many 
narrow and winding alleys (from 6- 
8 feet wide) and from these 
alleys=mNiiD, one could enter a 
courtyard=nm The n^D lead to 
many rooms (called n>l). One 
could wander the city via the many 
winding passagways that snaked 
through the many niNHD until one 
would arrive at their alleyway. In 
general the >11D was a "no 
trespassing area" as its name 
signifies >llD=entrance. In some 
cases the people of a >ii£ would 
decide to "block it" so no one else 
could use it as a Nni3Dp=shortcut. 
When this would happen the 
resulting entity would be called a 
oint? >11D a dead end. Contrast this 
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setup with the previous description 
of a omn mvn where main streets 
were built to be accessible and for 
the public to use freely. 

According to R' Yehudah we can 
"fix" a Ym easily (so that one may 
carry objects on shabbos): one that 
has two houses on both side of the 



main street, and wishes to carry 
from one house to the other, may 
post a >nb on both ends of his house 
attach them to his counterpart (the 
other house). This allows everyone 
to carry between the houses on 
shabbos. The Chachamim argue 
and maintain: !pl Ym pmvo y>H, 
we will grant you that "this" is a 
"good fix" for a >iitt-even a wbiDD, 
but not for Ym! Only doors at both 
ends of this >11D would 'fix' the 
reshus. 

The smallest recorded city in 
Mishnah had 3 courtyards, each one 
with two rooms!!! This is the 
T>fT> b\y TV where the whole city 
belongs to one family and no 
"stranger" may enter the city 
without owner's permission. A city 
that has 120-230 people may host a 
Sanhedrin (court). A city that has 
1500 people is considered a "large 
city" and a small city has less than 
500 people, see Taanis 

We find in the Geonim: a Reshus 
Harabim is a place that "600,000 
people step upon" in the next issue 
we will try to understand this form 





(X little trivia for tjotu 

As you drive down 18 th Ave 
(eastbound towards the lower 
streets of BP) in the direction of 
K'hal Lev Avrohom, you may 
notice that it curves slightly at 47 th 
street and continues this way until 
Flatbush avenue, (with one name 
change to "Ditmas Avenue") This 
road appears on very early maps 
of Brooklyn! It predates the street 
grid system of Borough Park! So 
we can be sure that 18 th Ave is at 
least a 150+ year old Reshus 
Harabim! 






Choshen Mishpat corner 

B lent money to A, B did not ask A 
for the money for 37 years, can B 
still ask for the money? 
Absolutely! (Choshen Mishpat n"s) 
And if A refuses to return the loan 
he is a Wl, also B is allowed to try 
and grab any assets that he finds, 
that belong to A. Warning :B shall 
NOT call A to any so-called 
")>7-Ji>J", he is wasting his time 
and money and further supporting 
the false and corrupt )V>7-WJ of our 
times. They are 5lVDfor prandfor 
J117M It's a big awn >)>>/! if anyone 
answers their Hazmonos, also a 
JlPU/l 712D >l>>n, to lower yourself 
and sign "arbitration agreement" 
for those owwi. 



Beth Din Givas Hamorah has 3 
renowned dayyanim, experts in 
Choshen Mishpat and mw>N that 
will listen to both parties and issue a 
psak, for no charge whatsoever as it 
is strictly prohibited. 

ptwi r>yn yrf? idw boun bD For 

more info call 718-930-4923. 

You may donate this weekly issue 
J))o\so >ib>Vb your beloved one or 
for advertising purposes. Please e- 
mail weeklygilvon@gmail.com 



of speech. 
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